Main Considerations for Applying to College:

1) GPA/High School Academics

2) Extracurricular Activities

3) SAT

4) Essays

5) Resume

Action Plan for Seniors (www.collegeboard.com)
Fall

1. Pulling Your Applications Together
· Narrow your list of colleges to between 5 and 10 and review it with your counselor. Get an application and financial aid info from each. Visit as many as possible.

· Make a master calendar and note: 

Test dates, fees, and deadlines

College application due dates

Required financial aid applications and their deadlines

Recommendations, transcripts, and other necessary materials

Your high school's deadlines for application requests, such as your transcript

· Ask for recommendations. Give each person your resume, a stamped, addressed envelope, and any required forms.

· Write application essays and ask teachers, parents, and friends to read first drafts.

2. Applying Early Action or Early Decision?

· November 1: For early admissions, colleges may require test scores and applications in early November. Send your SAT® scores at collegeboard.com.

· Ask if your college offers an early estimate of financial aid eligibility

3. Get Financial Aid Info

· Attend financial aid info events in your area.

· Talk to your counselor about CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE® and learn about it with Completing the PROFILE.

· Use Scholarship Search at collegeboard.com, review scholarship books, and ask your counselor about local and state funding sources.

Winter

4. Application Details

· Most regular applications are due between January 1 and February 15. Keep copies of everything you send to colleges.

· Have your high school send your transcript to colleges.

· Contact colleges to make sure they've received all application materials.

5. Financial Aid: Apply Early. Apply Right.

· You and your family should save 2005 pay stubs to estimate income on aid forms that you'll file in early 2006.

· Submit your FAFSA as soon after January 1 as possible. Men 18 or older must register for the selective service to receive federal financial aid.

· Many priority financial aid deadlines fall in February. To get the most attractive award package, apply by the priority date. Keep copies of everything you send.

Spring

6. When the Letters Start Rolling In

· You should get acceptance letters and financial aid offers by mid-April.

· Use Compare Your Aid Awards to compare awards from different colleges. Questions? Talk to financial aid officers. Not enough aid? Ask if other financing plans are available.

7. May 1: Making Your Final Choice

· You must tell every college of your acceptance or rejection of offers of admission or financial aid by May 1. Send a deposit to the college you choose.

Letters of Recommendation

Whom Should I Ask?

Read the application carefully. Often colleges request letters of recommendation from an academic teacher (sometimes a specific discipline) and/or your school counselor. If a non-specified academic teacher is requested, your English or math teachers usually make good candidates. Also, you should use a teacher from junior year, or a current teacher if they have known you long enough to form an opinion. It is best not to go back too far, as colleges want "current" perspectives on their potential candidates. All the better if you get a recommendation from a teacher who's also been involved with you outside the classroom, but unless a college specifically requests it, don't use a coach or someone who can't speak to your academic achievements and potential.

When Should I Ask?

Make sure to give your recommendation writers plenty of time—at least one month before letters are due—to complete and send your recommendations, but as with anything, the earlier the better. If you apply under early decision or early action plans, you'll need to ask at the start of the school year.

How Can I Get the Best Possible Recommendations?

Talk to your recommendation writers. For teachers, it's important that they focus on your academic talents and accomplishments within their classroom, because that's what colleges are looking for in teacher recommendations. 

It's also important that you spend time talking with your counselors and ensure they know about your plans, accomplishments, and involvements. You may want to provide them with a brief resume of your activities and goals; a resume can provide the best overview of your high school involvement and contributions. Also, if there is some aspect of your transcript that needs explaining—perhaps low grades sophomore year—it's helpful to talk with your counselors to explain "why" and "how" you've changed and improved.

Helpful Tips

· Don't be shy. Teachers and counselors are usually happy to help you, as long as you respect their time constraints.

· Include addressed and stamped envelopes for each school to which you're applying.

· Provide teachers and counselors with deadlines for each recommendation that you are requesting, especially noting the earliest deadline.

· On the application form, waive your right to view recommendation letters. This gives more credibility to the recommendation in the eyes of the college.

· Don't hesitate to ask if your teacher feels comfortable writing a recommendation. In some cases, you may have no choice as to who to use, but when you do, make the best choice possible.

· Follow up with your recommendation writers a week or so prior to your first deadline, to ensure recommendations have been mailed.

· Once you have decided which college to attend, write thank-you notes to everyone who provided a recommendation and tell them where you've decided to go to college. Be sure to do this before you leave high school.

How Financial Aid Works

And How It Makes College Affordable for You

Financial aid is intended to make up the difference between what your family can afford to pay and what college costs. Over half of the students currently enrolled in college receive some sort of financial aid to help pay college costs.

In a Nutshell

The financial aid system is based on the goal of equal access -- that anyone should be able to attend college, regardless of financial circumstances. Here's how the system works:

· Students and their families are expected to contribute to the cost of college to the extent that they're able.

· If a family is unable to contribute the entire cost, financial aid is available to bridge the gap.

Who Decides How Much My Family Is Able to Contribute?

The amount your family is able to contribute is frequently referred to as the Expected Family Contribution, or EFC. The figure is determined by whoever is awarding the aid -- usually the federal government or individual colleges and universities.

The federal government and financial aid offices use "need formulas" that analyze your family's financial circumstances (things like income, assets, and family size) and compare them proportionally with other families' financial circumstances.

Three Main Types of Financial Aid

Financial aid is any type of assistance used to pay college costs that is based on financial need.

1. Grants and Scholarships

Also called gift aid, grants don't have to be repaid and you don't need to work to earn them. Grant aid comes from federal and state governments and from individual colleges. Scholarships are usually awarded based on merit.

2. Loans

Most financial aid comes in the form of loans, aid that must be repaid. Most loans that are awarded based on financial need are low-interest loans sponsored by the federal government. These loans are subsidized by the government so no interest accrues until you begin repayment after you graduate.

3. Work

Student employment and work-study aid helps students pay for education costs such as books, supplies, and personal expenses. Work-study is a federal program which provides students with part-time employment to help meet their financial needs and gives them work experience while serving their campuses and surrounding communities.

Don't Rule Out Colleges with Higher Costs

Say your EFC is $5,000. At a college with a total cost of $8,000, you'd be eligible for up to $3,000 in financial aid. At a college with a total cost of $25,000, you'd be eligible for up to $20,000 in aid. In other words, your family would be asked to contribute the same amount at both colleges.

College Application Checklist

Keep Track of Your Applications! Use this college application checklist and stay on top of your application tasks, paperwork, and deadlines.

	Application Checklist
	College 1
	College 2
	College 3

	
	 
	 
	 

	Applications

	Request info./application
	 
	 
	 

	Regular application deadline
	 
	 
	 

	Early application deadline
	 
	 
	 

	Safety? Regular? Reach?
	 
	 
	 

	Grades

	Request h.s. transcript sent
	 
	 
	 

	Request midyear grade reports sent
	 
	 
	 

	Test Scores

	SAT® required
	 
	 
	 

	SAT Subject Tests™ required
	 
	 
	 

	Release SAT Subject Test Scores
	 
	 
	 

	Send SAT Scores
	 
	 
	 

	Send AP® Grades
	 
	 
	 

	Letters of Recommendation

	Request recommendations
	 
	 
	 

	Send Thank You notes
	 
	 
	 

	Essays

	Write essay/s
	 
	 
	 

	Proof essay/s for spelling and grammar
	 
	 
	 

	Have two people read your essay/s
	 
	 
	 

	Interviews

	Interview at college
	 
	 
	 

	Alumni interview
	 
	 
	 

	Send Thank You notes to interviewer/s
	 
	 
	 

	Send and Track Your Application

	Make copies of all application materials
	 
	 
	 

	Apply online
	 
	 
	 

	Include application fee
	 
	 
	 

	Sign application
	 
	 
	 

	Confirm receipt of application materials
	 
	 
	 

	Send supplemental material, if needed
	 
	 
	 

	Financial Aid Forms

	Priority financial aid deadline
	 
	 
	 

	Regular financial aid deadline
	 
	 
	 

	Mail FAFSA
	 
	 
	 

	Mail PROFILE, if needed
	 
	 
	 

	Mail institutional aid form, if needed
	 
	 
	 

	Mail state aid form, if needed
	 
	 
	 


